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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 3819 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID PFOR VN JA 

SUBJECT: DEBT OF VIETNAM TO THE UNITED STATES 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY (KUBOTA, PLANNING DIV DEP DIR, ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION BUREAU) HAS ASKED EMBASSY WHAT POSITION USG TAKES 
WITH RESPECT TO DEBTS OF FORMER GVN TO USG. QUESTION IS 
RELATED TO A STICKING POINT IN CURRENT GOJ- VIETNAMESE 
RELATIONS. GOJ MAINTAINS THAT HANOI MUST ASSUME RESPONSI- 
BILITY FOR DEBTS TO JAPAN OF FORMER SAIGON REGIME TO 
ESTABLISH SRV ELIGIBILITY FOR FURTHER JAPANESE CREDITS BUT 
HANOI DOES NOT ACCEPT THIS OBLIGATION. 

2. APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT’S ADVICE. 
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